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Art and Design Vocabulary Progression 
Drawing  

EYFS Yr1 and Yr2 Yr3 and Yr4 Yr5 and Yr6 
Line, thick, thin, wavy, straight, hard, 
soft, strong 
Colour / pattern: bright, dark, light 
Pencil, finger, stick, chalk, felt tip 
 
 

Line: Thick, thin, soft, broad, narrow, fine, 
pattern, line, shape, detail, bold, wavy, 
straight, portrait 
Texture: smooth, rough, wrinkly, bumpy, 
shadow 
Colour/pattern:  soft, hard, shiny, light/dark, 
pale, deep 
Form and shape: oval, long, curvy, bright, 
compare, image 
 

Line: charcoal, pencil, crayon, chalk, pastels, 
pens, media, weight, pressure 
Form and shape: form, shape, three 
dimensional, frame, position, direction, 
distance, appearance, character, personality 
Tone: variation, tone  
Texture: pattern, emotion, expression 
 

Line: contrast, shading, hatching, blending, 
cross hatching, stippling,  
Form, shape, perspective and composition: 
Viewpoint, angle, perspective,  
horizon, composition, scale, foreground, 
middle ground, background, interior, 
exterior, transition,  
 
 

 
 

Sketchbooks: draw, sketch, record, 
investigate, explore 

Sketchbooks: review, improve, evaluate, 
reflect 

Sketchbooks: revisit, re-evaluate, design 
technique, expression, modify, process 
 

Topic-specific vocabulary: 
Face, eyes, nose, mouth, hair  
 

Topic-specific vocabulary: 
Zig zag, pencil grip, stroke, curve, spiral, 
circle, Andy Goldsworthy, observational 
drawing, nature, natural, self portrait 

Topic-specific vocabulary: 
Sketch, loose, pencil grade, Claude Monet, 
impression, impressionist, background, 
middle ground, foreground, pastels, 
charcoal, self portrait 
 

Topic-specific vocabulary: 
Joaquin Torres Garcia, Henry Moore, pen 
and ink, Brazilian, South American, Latino, 
geometric, loose, shadow, relief, depth, 
self portrait 

Greater depth vocabulary: 
Self portrait 
 

Greater depth vocabulary: 
Comment, feint, pencil effects, pencil grades, 
tone, still life 

Greater depth vocabulary: 
Third dimension, boundary, self-assess, peer 
assess, middle ground, proportion 

Greater depth vocabulary: 
Vanishing point, single focal point, negative 
space, panorama, dynamic, balance, 
imbalance, critique 
 
 
 



Painting 
EYFS Yr1 and Yr2 Yr3 and Yr4 Yr5 and Yr6 

Mark making, tool, sponge, brush, line, 
colour, colourful, mix, real, bright, water, 
texture, shape, 2D, imagination, size 
 
 

Brush, bristles, size and types, scale,  
Colour; mixing, primary colours, secondary 
colours, technique, layer, blend, watercolour, 
depth, deep, natural, hot, cold, warmth, cool 
 
 

Colour: mixed colours – primary, secondary, 
tertiary, shade, experiment, effects, textures, 
blocking, acrylic, wash, watery, overlay, 
opaque, background, foreground, depth 
 
 

Traditional, abstract, stippled, splattered,  
still life, composition, arrangement, 
cultural, reference 
 
 

Topic-specific vocabulary: 
Fireworks, Catherine wheel, winter, 
outline, trees, cotton wool, Van Gogh, 
Starry Night painting, umbrella, drip, 
watery, rainbow, finger paint, ripple, 
waves, Holi, flick 

Topic-specific vocabulary: 
Colour wheel, Pointillism, dot painting, 
Aboriginal, Australia, terracotta, indigenous, 
Vincent Van Gogh, Monet, curve, spiral, 
circle, Jaipur Elephant Festival, Native 
American, totem pole, symbolism, firework, 
Great Fire of London 

Topic-specific vocabulary: 
Claude Monet, Renoir, Henri Rousseau, 
rainforest, jungle, Impressionism, 
Impressionist, mood, ‘en plain air’, 
expression, atmosphere, swirling, whirling, 
horizon, tempest, stormy, represent, brush 
pressure, dab, Frederick Varley, Alexander 
Napote, found objects, outline, mountain 
scape, 

Topic-specific vocabulary: 
Seascape, mural, Alfred Wallis, Hokusai, 
perspective, angle, viewpoint, side profile, 
lapis lazuli 

Greater depth vocabulary:  
Primary, texture, observation, scale, 
respond, blend 
 

Greater depth vocabulary:  
shade, tertiary colours, tone, media, vibrant 
 

Greater depth vocabulary: 
Tint, intense, translucent, negative image, 
Katshushika Hokusai - 36 views of Mount Fuji 

Greater depth vocabulary: 
Representational, inanimate, 
complementary, tonal shading, plane 

Sculpture 
EYFS Yr1 and Yr2 Yr3 and Yr4 Yr5 and Yr6 

Clay, plasticine, dough, model, 
imagination, tool, build, large, small, fold, 
bend 
 
 

Sculpture, sculptor, statue, natural materials, 
techniques, tools, construct, roll, knead, 
safety, model, attach, experiment, join 
Texture: surface, flexible, sturdy, rigid, curve 
 
 

Create, surface patterns, textures, join, 
media, develop, clay, slabs, coils, smooth, 
two-dimensional, three-dimensional, profile,  
Papier mache, frame, construct, 
construction, stability, carve, imprint 
 
 

manipulate, finish, proportion, balance, 
scale, relationship, transform, movement, 
composition, hollow, solid, angle, 
attachment, relief 

Topic-specific vocabulary: 
Sukkot, worship, Jewish, celebration, 
leaves, Diva lamps, salt dough, egg box, 
paper mache, toilet roll holder, rocket, 
moon buggy, landscape, Easter garden, 
junk modelling, insects 

Topic-specific vocabulary: 
curve, spiral, circle, Andy Goldsworthy, 
inspire, inspiration, artist, sculptor, mould 

Topic-specific vocabulary: 
Anglo-Saxon, pendant, brooch, Sutton Hoo, 
contours, disk, twine, symmetry, civilization, 
ancient, jewellery, cinder-cone volcano, junk 
modelling, Greek pots, pottery,  

Topic-specific vocabulary: 
Henry Moore, The Shelter, steel wire, 
frame, contours, figures, body proportions, 
The Blitz, Ancient Egyptians, sarcophagus, 
Eye of Horus, Carnival mask 

Greater depth vocabulary: 
Experiment, explore, control, materials 

Greater depth vocabulary: 
Assemble, structure, form, recreate 

Greater depth vocabulary: Greater depth vocabulary: 
Malleable, pliable 



Mixed media, slips, ornate, symbolic, 
composition, embellish, emboss 

Collage and Textiles 
EYFS Yr1 and Yr2 Yr3 and Yr4 Yr5 and Yr6 

Glue, stick, paper, shape, colours, match, 
tear, cut, join, decorate, bumpy,  
 
 
 

Create, variety, image, materials, source, 
fabric, crepe paper, tissue paper, magazines, 
sort, group, colour, texture, fold, crumple, 
tear, overlap edges, smooth, rough, delicate,  
Fur, silk, cotton, wool, pattern, scraps, 
collage, sew, twist, pull, cut, trim, shape, 
apply, decorate, dip, create, weave 
 
 

Media, uneven, effect, design, layer / 
layering, materials, fabric, shred, fray, gather, 
plait, thread, weave 
Natural, man-made, abstract, stamp 

Technique, variation, overlay, positive, 
negative, background, middle ground, 
foreground, embellish, detract, enhance, 
practicality,  
 
 

Topic-specific vocabulary: 
Elmer, Gruffalo, Julia Donaldson, hand 
puppet, paper bag, paper plate, nature, 
glitter, sequins, Chinese New Year, 
dragon, lighthouse, jellyfish, African 
necklace, leaf mask 
 

Topic-specific vocabulary: 
Technology, curve, spiral, circle, fashion, 
decades, difference, style, mood, reflect,  
animal pattern 

Topic-specific vocabulary: 
Ancient, Romans, mosaic, tiles, symmetrical, 
Anglo-Saxon 

 

Topic-specific vocabulary: 
Thread, needle, pattern, design, tacking, 
cross stitch, running stitch 
Slipper, upper, sole, embroidery, leather, 
felt, Candombe drums, pulp, deckle, muslin 
cloth, Beatriz Milhazes 

Greater depth vocabulary: 
Fabric, layer, weave 

Greater depth vocabulary: 
Media, combine, silhouette 

Greater depth vocabulary: 
Mixed media, motif, synthetic, emblem, 
daub 

Greater depth vocabulary: 
Visual arts, manipulation, accentuate, 
aesthetic 

Printing 
EYFS Yr1 and Yr2 Yr3 and Yr4 Yr5 and Yr6 

Print, colour, paint, roll, press, brush, 
cover, card, paper, pattern, shape, 
thumb print 
 
 

Print, rubbing, smudge, image, reverse, 
surface, pressure, direction, decoration, 
cloth, ink, roller, tile, rotate, repeat 

Impression, mould, background, marbling, 
absorb, stencil, continuous, block, repetition 

Water-based, oil-based, metallic, acrylic, 
engraving, indent / indentation, motif 
 

Topic- specific vocabulary: 
Fruit and vegetables, poppies, 
Remembrance, hand print, African 
animals 

Topic- specific vocabulary: 
Hot, cold, Andy Goldsworthy, fabric, tile 

Topic- specific vocabulary: 
Block printing, batik, wax resist, dye 
 

Topic- specific vocabulary: 
Islamic, botanical, symmetrical, rotation, 
rotational, reflection, repetition, 
calligraphy, geometrical 

Greater depth vocabulary: 
Marble / marbling, repeat / repeating 

Greater depth vocabulary: 
Mono print, two tone print, repetition 

Greater depth vocabulary: 
Imprint, negative image, positive image, 
linear 

Greater depth vocabulary: 
Aesthetic, inking up, printing plate, etch / 
etching 

 



Work of Other Artists 
Van Gogh, Starry Night, art, painting, 
painter, copy 

Andy Goldsworthy, imitate, imitation, fashion, 
designer, Vincent Van Gogh, opinion, 
compare, contrast 
 

Technique, process, architect, Henri 
Rousseau, Claude Monet, Impressionism, 
Impressionist, ‘en plain air’ 

Hokusai, The Wave, Man Ray, L. S. Lowry, 
Alfred Wallis, seascape, Beatriz Milhazes, 
Brazilian, Joaquin Torres Garcia, Carlos Paez 
Vilaro, mural, Henry Moore 

Greater depth vocabulary: 
Artwork, artist, Axel Scheffler, Hokusai, 
The Wave, 

Greater depth vocabulary: 
Influence, inspire, inspiration, Wassily 
Kandinsky, Piet Mondrian, Vivienne 
Westwood, Coco Chanel, 

Greater depth vocabulary: 
Notable artist, replicate, Paul Cézanne, 
Pierre-Auguste Renoir, Henri Matisse, John 
Constable, Katshushika Hokusai 36 views of 
Mount Fuji 

Greater depth vocabulary: 
Emulate, artisan, industrialist, industrialism 
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